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OR SPONSPOR OF BALLINA HOCKEY CLUB

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Welcome to all our new players and welcome back to all past players. We are well into the season now and most teams have probably completed a round already. I hope you are enjoying yourselves and your team is going well. 
I have seen most of our junior sides running around and they seem to be going well, more importantly the children seem to be enjoying themselves. It is great to see our junior numbers still building and with the turf project getting closer this can only grow further. 

It is great to see the number of women teams increasing particularly when you see the names of juniors playing in with our more mature women, this can only be good for the future of the club. Unfortunately the number of male players is a concern and some of our juniors have had a quick promotion to give us teams in all grades. It is great to see the way these juniors have stepped up and mixing it with the older players.

Good luck to all players and teams I hope to see most of you running around before the competition finishes for the year.

See you round like a hockey ball…..John Parker

Trans Tasman success

Congratulations to Helen Rankin Jarvie on her gold medal winning efforts with the Australian O40s Women's team recently. The team, made up of players selected at the 2009 Vets Nationals in Hobart, fought out an extremely competitive 3-match series against the Kiwis in the Trans Tasman tournament in Newcastle in May. In the first match the Aussie girls were 0-3 down at half time, coming back strongly in the second half to reach 2-3, but ran out of time to force the draw. They won the second match 2-1, but the third match was decided by penalty strokes after the 1-1 score line remained deadlocked after extra time golden goal. The girls won 3-2 in the strokes with one stroke left in hand! Overall, the Aussies won the women's O40s, O50s and O55s and the men's O40s, O45s and O55s, retaining the Country Championship trophy 6-3.
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Congratulations under 15 boys
Congrats to Toby Cronin, Matt Flood, Joel Stone, Jared Arundell and Liam Mortimer for selection in the FNC under 15 rep side that travelled to Grafton. Well done boys!
Juniors
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Under 9’s update
U9's: Well, what a start to the year! We have welcomed many new players to hockey this year and seem to have someone new arrive at training each week (such is the reputation of the teams!) Yes, we have enough players this year to have 2 teams named the 'prawns' (9 players) and the 'crabs' (10 players). Both have been playing exceptional hockey with a flurry of goals being scored in almost every game!
In addition, this year has seen the attendance of some of our older Minkey recruits at Thursday's U9's training. Not only does this give them the opportunity to work on their skills, it will also help the transition to U9's when they are ready (and possibly this year!!). Al and Tony Porter

A thank you to parents 

BHC would like to to say THANKYOU to all the parents, kids and helpers as usual who made cakes and biscuits for the stall. Also Gavin and Dennis for cooking the BBQ. (The egg and bacon rolls were delicious). And thanks to Mark and Jane Bryant who organised the food and drinks on such a busy weekend for their family (ie.18th birthday partys, meetings etc). We made a profit of $450.00
Club meetings 

It was suggested at the May meeting that some more club participation would be helpful especially since the turf construction should be underway before the end of the season. Input from a larger group of people would be very helpful in the decision making process. To this end we are asking that one member from each team attend the monthly meetings – 1st Monday night of the month, 7pm Cherry St Bowling Club.
SOCIAL EVENTS

When: Saturday 12th June, 2010 
Where: The Shawsy 
Time: 6.30pm
Cost: Meals available to buy
RSVP: Your coach


Tennis day

The day was attended by the club faithful who proved that they are definitely hockey players. Emily Hunter may disagree as she pointed out that we should ‘bring it on’ because she is an athlete. It was a fun day and next time we hope to see a few more new faces!
Club shirts

Club Shirts: You may have noticed the club supporters’ shirts and jumpers that are worn by our coaches and some players, parents and supporters. They are available to everyone and we have most sizes available. Please contact Steve Hunter 66863619 or Al Porter 0414816603.
A GRADE 
Our A grade women have started the year with only a couple of changes from last year's line up. We welcome back Helen Rankin Jarvie after a tour of duty in WA, Tina Welch from the Gold Coast and Leigh Apps after the birth of her second son (that makes 16 up and coming hockey players between us!).
Pre-season training was popular (?) and well attended with everyone enjoying Al's guest bootcamp instructor. With a season interrupted with byes and a deferred game, we are 2  from 5 but are looking to consolidate over the next couple of weeks.

A grade men have had their struggles this year after losing players from their starting side to overseas travel, illness and injury, and work commitments. In true Ballina Hockey Club fashion (and with their freckle hanging out according to TP) the side is regrouping after consolidating their playing ranks with up and coming juniors, Toby Cronin and Callum Bryant, as well as some more seasoned contenders (Ando is bringing out his axe for the first time since 1998!).
The rest of the year is going to be hard work but with the support of the rest of the club and with the reality of having our own turf next year, the pain will be well worth it!
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Who needs a ball to play hockey
TURF UPDATE
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TURF News

The Turf Team are pressing forward on the TURF PROJECT.

Construction drawings are being prepared for approval.

Tender Documents are being prepared for the major components of the project.

Department of Sport & Recreation Grant funding should be known by July.

There has been a good response to our request for sponsorship & construction support.

We are hopeful of a construction commencement in August.
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WHAT’S NEW ON OUR WEB?

The new website is now up and running.
·  New webmasters, Leigh Apps and Helen RJ, will be updating the site weekly. All contributions welcome!
SIDELINE SNIPPETS

· A grade women can’t seem to keep track of their stuff. Lost shoes/ socks/ and the rest…get it together girls.
· Was that Bernie Arundel we saw on the turf recently Watch this space for a comeback.
· Who whinged and moaned at women’s fitness training that she was too gassy to participate?  That would be none other than the classy but gassy Georgia Hunter.
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