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OR SPONSPOR OF BALLINA HOCKEY CLUB

CONGRATULATIONS
A big turn out of 6 Ballina veteran women to the state trials saw Alison Porter and Helen Jarvie selected in the NSW over 40’s. Kerry Humphries selected in the NSW over 45’s. Sue Hunter in the NSW over 50’s. And Sue Miller and Chris Eather in the NSW over 55’s. 
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Sue Miller and Kerry Humphries
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Helen Jarvie and Alison Porter
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Chris Eather and Sue Hunter
Congratulations everyone and good luck at the National championships.

CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Holly Anderson (below) who was selected in the NSW under 13 representative team last month. 
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Also Congratulations to Georgia Hunter (below) who was recently selected in the NSW CHS team. Georgia will travel to Newcastle to complete in the All State Girls Championships. Good luck Georgia![image: image6.jpg]



Upcoming SOCIAL EVENTS
BAREFOOT BOWLS DAY

When: Saturday 28th August, 2010 
Where: Ballina RSL Bowls club
Time: 1.00pm
Cost: $2 per head- bowls supplied
RSVP: Your coach
Grand Finals – weekend of 18th September. Finals draw available now on our website. 
Presentation Night -The Ballina Hockey Club night of nights will be held at the Ballina RSL Club, River St, Ballina, starting at 6.30pm and going until late.
Theme: Aquatic/nautical (get those thinking caps on!!!)

 Cost: to be advised

RSVP:  to your team captain by Saturday 18th September or you will miss out!
WHISTLERS CORNER
Question: Team A is taking a penalty corner, Team B is defending. The ball comes out, is trapped outside the circle, moved on to the line at the top of the ‘D’ and hit towards the goal by Team A. A Team B defender gets his stick in the way at the point of the hit and deflects the ball up at speed. The ball hits the Team B fullback, standing on the goal line next to the goalie, in the chest. As the ball drops, defender, trying to clear the ball hits it into the goal.
Email your answer to h2jarvie@bigpond.com . Correct answers will go into the draw for a mystery prize! The answer (and the winner’s name) will be published on the BHC website.
Turf update Exciting news…the turf construction begins next Thursday 19 August.
TEAMS OF THE MONTH
Under 15’s  (Sharks) 

Ballina Sharks have had a close year. With every game that they have played either ending with a loss by a couple of goals or a draw, but just not good enough to convert the close games to wins. This has kept us out of the top 4 for the season so far with 2 games remaining in the season. This is disappointing for a couple of our boys and girls that have produced a strong effort through the grades since they were about 8 years of age. 
 

This year the club has been introduced to a couple new players in Emily Hart and Tully McDonald. Emily this year has started the game of hockey for the first time (neighbour of Toby's) and Emily has shown that she can pick the game very quickly with her sporting ability and great hand eye coordination. She has the determination to achieve in every game and improve through out the year. 
 

Tully has come from Western Australia and has mixed AFL representative duties with hockey through the season. He is a talented sports person with his achievement in AFL, playing as part of the Gold Coast junior development squad and his ability to play hockey extremely well. He has contributed a lot to the team throughout the season. 
 

Toby Cronin, Joel Stone, Fred Moss, Maddy Bock and Morgan Blakey are all older players of the team which this year will be their last year in juniors. This year Toby has reached the heights of A grade men with Joel in Reserve grade and Fred being introduced to B grade men. The boys put in a huge effort each week for juniors and the men's grades, sometimes playing up to 3 games a weekend. Maddy is a strong player who has ventured out of the goals this year and she has enjoyed her time on the field. Morgan is a player that has the ability in her game to be determined and shows that if she puts her mind to something she can achieve. 
 

The 14 year old girls and boys in the team have had a good time mixing it with the older kids. I hope they have learnt something and they are not afraid to have a go at anything, whether it’s juniors or seniors. John Parker junior (JJ), Tina Eyles, Luke Powell and Zac Simmons have that extra year which I have seen a change in their attitude to the game and they are starting to develop a team game with their ability to be able to promote one of the other team members some where on the field. J.J Parker has had a change in his life with his determination to get in the goals when ever he can. Tina has had the privilege to be asked this year to train with the A grade women along with playing B2 women under Donna Cronin this season, she has benefited from this year greatly. 
 

This year Danny Seymour has come from Lismore every week to help with training and coaching on game day. Danny is a very dedicated person and he shares his knowledge of the game with the other players. Ballina Hockey club is very grateful to Danny and his parents to allow Danny to help with the team. Mick and Kerry have brought Danny to training for most of the year until he has obtained his license in the latter part of the season. Then they have allowed him to take the car to come to Ballina for training. 
 

We have also been helped by some of the U/13 girls in Lily Cronin, Holly Anderson and Cassie McDonald who have contributed extremely well. They are good players which our club will benefit from in the future. With the small amount of games left for the year all players are determined to finish the season on the best note that they can achieve. So best of luck for the rest of the season SHARKS enjoy.  Neil
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B2 WOMEN (Black)
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This year we’ve created a new team in the B2 division. It comprises of the   “B” & “Y” Generations which of course  includes mothers and daughters playing together hoping to bring the knowledge and experience through our Club for the future of  Ballina Hockey. From losing baby teeth to hot flushes we have had lots of laughs (especially from the sidelines, one being Dozza who should probably put “her” boots back on and let them do the heckling).  On the odd occasion certain persons have been horizontal on the turf alias Nat Wettercamp, she CAN score goals when she’s vertical. We are pretty laid back and are enjoying our hockey so maybe the ‘not so old’ and the ‘new’ combination just works. It has definitely been a stop/start season with carnivals, byes and vets giving us a lot of breaks. Having had 3 draws so far and a few wins, the girls to our surprise, look like making the finals. So how proud are we of our young talent coming through, Cassie MacDonald, Annie King-Venn, Holly Anderson, Lily Cronin, Tina Eyles, Ell & Maggie McGinley taking on the challenge in playing seniors.  From injuries to having to forfeit due to school holidays and going away for rep hockey I’d like to thank all those players from B2 Sky (even the ones that keep offering and don’t get a run) and C Grade women who have filled the paddock  for us on these occasions. Despite the age difference between us who knows what our team is capable of? It’s like a ‘Kinder Surprise’, you just don’t know what’s going to pop out of that little egg each week?  Best of  luck for the coming weeks to all teams and hope you enjoy the rest of the season. Donna Cronin

A Reserve men
Reserve grade men have not had the best of seasons this year with losses more frequent than wins. The team has struggled to keep the same players each week which has contributed to the not so good results this season. The second half of the season is starting to get more consistency with players and the results becoming a little better. So far reserve grade have introduced some juniors further up the grades with Toby Cronin, Callum Bryant playing B grade last year with having a few games in this grade and now playing A grade, both boys are good enough to help when required which has been appreciated greatly. Joel Stone has become a regular in reserves this year and he also had a couple of games in the top grade when needed. 
Joel Price, John Parker junior, Fred Moss, Liam Mortimer and Jarred Arundell have had a game or two to get a small taste of reserves. Nathan Hancock is a past junior player which has come from B grade to play along his father Tony and his uncle Phil. All the Hancocks have contributed well throughout the season. Mark Bryant has this year been the most capped player in the club (almost) with Mark strapping on the keeping pads for the first time ever to play reserve grade as well as B grade every weekend, Mark is the type of person Ballina Hockey club needs more of, well done Mark. 
Joe Cronin, Andrew Swann, Craig Nowlan, Adam and Chris Moore have all contributed well this year and it is a privilege to see them still playing and so strongly. Tony Meldrum has started back playing in the latter part of the season which has helped with our performance getting better each week. There are only a few games left to the season and there is an opportunity to end the season on a high note, however it will all be up to the team turning up each week and putting in a good performance to see where we end up on the ladder.
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WHAT’S NEW ON OUR WEB?

The new website is now up and running and a photo gallery has now been included....please send in your pics, news and sideline snippets as they happen!
·  The news items are updated regularly so make sure you visit the site often… you may be mentioned..... 
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Some Ballina girls enjoying themselves
REPRESENTATIVE NEWS

Veterans

We had many veteran women from Ballina travel to Coffs Harbour for the state championships last month. The girls had a successful and fun weekend. Here is a run down on what went on. 

Over 35’s

35/1s started the State champs with loads of promise and improved their team-play throughout the tournament. The Ballina connection of Al Porter, Vicki Morgan, Kerrilee Brown and Helen Jarvie worked well together. Competition in Pool A was very tight and there were quite a few upsets, including our loss to Manning Valley. Results went as follows: 1-1 draw with Eastern districts, 0-1 loss to Manning Valley, 2-1 win over Ryde-Eastwood and a 0-2 loss to Newcastle. A 4v 5 playoff 1-0 win over Manning Valley (8am on grass – Sunday morning!). Semi – 3-2 loss to Newcastle (our best game of the tournament). Newcastle went on to win the tournament, beating Eastern Districts 2-0 in the Final and Parramatta 1-0 in the Grand Final. They commented that we were the hardest team to play against and we were the only team to score goals against them. We ended up 3rd in our pool and princesses of the Pink dinner on Saturday night (which was an absolute highlight for many of us!).
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Over 40’s

The team results were- 2 draws ,1 win  and after a penalty stroke awarded  lost to Newcastle 1 nil . The team camaraderie was great, played some awesome hockey even though all our games were on grass! Overall we came 3rd in our division.
Over 50’s
The ‘elite fifties’ came runners up and excelled at all levels (socially and on the field). We only had 1 loss all weekend to Hastings, who we played in the grand final. With 1 and a half minutes left on the clock Hastings snuck a sneaky one past our lovely Chris Eather (gutted). A special mention must go to Dawn Aitkin who was one of the oldest players at the championships, well done Dawny!
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Sideline Snippets
-         - Apparently Metsal where the sun don’t shine is the secret behind some of our more experienced ladies’ exceptional performances at the NSW State vets trials.

-       -   Also at the trials....How do you tame that unruly hair???? Hairspray of course! But under your arms?????? Might be a case of nerves triumphing over usually well-drilled organisational skills....
-It was good to see Steve Hunter come support his girls in the A women while sinking a few for a good cause.
1
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